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I give you this patch of blue sky 
You sing me a cloud passing by. 
Together we build the sky. 
Soar a bird, Flit a fly, 
Fill it with song, 
Your voice and mine 
braided and bound, 
Here, together, all along. 

- Julia Klatt Singer

COLLABORATION

It is recommended to begin 
by first singing sections A and 
B once through first (without 
repeating B).
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Build the Sky

Jocelyn Hagen composes music that has been described as “simply magical” (Fanfare Magazine) and “dramatic and deeply moving” (Star Tribune, 
Minneapolis/St. Paul). She is a pioneer in the field of composition, pushing the expectations of musicians and audiences with large-scale multimedia works, 
electro-acoustic music, dance, opera, and publishing. The majority of her compositions are for the voice: solo, chamber and choral. Her melodic music is 
rhythmically driven and texturally complex, rich in color and deeply heartfelt. Hagen’s commissions include Conspirare, the Minnesota Opera, the Minnesota 
Orchestra, the International Federation of Choral Music, the North Dakota Music Teachers Association, Cantus, the Boston Brass, the Metropolitan Symphony 
Orchestra and the St. Olaf Band, among many others. Her work is independently published through JH Music, as well as through Graphite Publishing, G. 
Schirmer, EC Schirmer, Fred Bock Music Publishing, Santa Barbara Music Publishing, and Boosey and Hawkes.
 

Inspired by captivating narrative, speculative fiction and making better humans through art, the music of Timothy C. Takach is a mainstay in the concert world. 
Applauded for his melodic lines, thoughtful text choices and rich, intriguing harmonies, Takach has received commissions and performances from GRAMMY Award-
winning ensembles Roomful of Teeth and the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, the St. Olaf Band, Cantus, U.S. Army Field Band and Soldiers’ Chorus, Lorelei Ensemble, 
VocalEssence, the DeBartolo Performing Arts Center, The Rose Ensemble, and numerous other organizations. His compositions have been performed on A Prairie 
Home Companion, The Boston Pops holiday tour, PBS, many All-State and festival programs and at venues such as the Library of Congress, Kennedy Center and 
Royal Opera House Muscat. He is a co-creator of the theatrical production of All is Calm: the Christmas Truce of 1914, by Peter Rothstein. Takach has been 
Composer in Residence for the Texas Boys Choir, The Singers – Minnesota Choral Artists, and with True Concord Voices and Orchestra with Jocelyn Hagen. Takach 
has frequent national work as a composer-in-residence, presenter, clinician and lecturer. 

Hagen and Takach are also the co-founders of Nation, a collaborative vocal band from Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN. Adeptly blurring genre lines, Nation’s sound 
defies definition and commands attention from the stage.


