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Text:
 
A Little Brown Bird
 
Just landed on my windowsill. 
Thought about coming in. 
Bent her head, looked around. Looked 
at my string of paper butterflies, 
looked at me, then out 
at the tree, flew to a branch. 
Made the branch dance. 
The leaves went crazy. 
My heart did too. 
A little brown bird. 
Did all that.

- Julia Klatt Singer, previously published in the  
Saint Paul Almanac, 2011
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Nation 
 

Founders of the a cappella band Nation, and expanding on their composing successes, Jocelyn Hagen and Timothy 
C. Takach are quickly becoming known for reshaping the choral experience with singers around the globe. Pioneers 
in their field of composing, entrepreneurship, coaching youth and adults, and leading ensembles in the spirit of 
collaboration, Hagen and Takach bring to the table a uniquely special partnership of lifelong learning. They can 
guide participants through a collective and creative journey, modeling healthy, accessible and honest pedagogy for 
developing singers. Choral educators will be inspired to stretch out of the box with rehearsal strategies, programming, 
improvisation, co-teaching, and crafting experiences to honor and balance tradition and innovation in these fast-paced 
times. 

Nation has performed across the country in solo concerts and in collaboration with choral programs, at numerous regional and state ACDA conferences, and 
in Dublin, Ireland with Music Celebrations International. In addition to bringing Nation to the stage as performers, Hagen and Takach were co-clinicians in 
Bozeman for the Choral Colloquium at Montana State, with the University of Memphis Honor Choir and at The American International School of Muscat Choral 
Festival in Oman, presented a program of original music with Minnesota’s VocalEssence, served in residence at the CORO Composer’s Institute, and presented 
at the Iowa Choral Directors Association Annual Symposium. Hagen and Takach also co-composed an a cappella choral oratorio called This is How You Love.
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